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(57) ABSTRACT

A power supply device for a nonlinear, time-varying load has
a multi-phase power system. The load and a reactive power
compensator are connected to the phases of the power system.
The reactive power compensator is embodied as a multilevel
converter with multiple strands, each connected to one of the
power system phases and to the other strands at a common
star point. The power supply device has a filter circuit that
filters harmonics of load and converter currents. The filter
circuit has multiple strands, each connected to one of the
power system phases and to the other strands at a common
star point of the filter circuit, which is connected to the com-
mon star point of the multilevel converter such that the com-
mon star point of the multilevel converter is connected to the
power system phases both via the strands of the multilevel
converter and via the filter circuit.

10 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
POWER SUPPLY DEVICE FOR A
NONLINEAR, TIME-VARYING LOAD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Stage Application of
International Application No. PCT/EP2011/068166 filed
Oct. 18,2011, which designates the United States of America,
and claims priority to EP Patent Application No. 10187992.2
filed Oct. 19, 2010 The contents of which are hereby incor-
porated by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a power supply device for
a nonlinear load that varies with time, for example,

wherein the power supply device has a power system hav-
ing a plurality of phases,

wherein the nonlinear, time-varying load and a reactive
power compensator are connected to the phases of the
power system,

wherein the reactive power compensator is embodied as a
multilevel converter having a plurality of strands, and

wherein the strands of the multilevel converter are con-
nected on the one hand to one of the phases of the power
system in each case and on the other hand to one another
at a common star point.

BACKGROUND

Nonlinear, time-varying loads such as, for instance, three-
phase arc furnaces can give rise to considerable disturbances
that affect the power supply system, in particular what termed
flicker. For this reason power supply installations for nonlin-
ear loads varying with time generally include a reactive power
compensator. The reactive power compensator is connected
in parallel with the nonlinear, time-varying load. In the sim-
plest case the reactive power compensator can be embodied as
what is termed a TCR (thyristor-controlled reactor), see EP 0
847 612 B1, for example.

A power supply device of the kind cited in the introduction
is known for example from DE 10 2008 049 610 A1 and EP 2
202 863 Al.

While it is expressly mentioned in the prior art that the
multilevel converter can be connected to the phases of the
power system alternatively in a star or delta configuration, the
multilevel converter is, though, in practice always connected
to the phases of the power system in a delta configuration. The
reason for this is that the multilevel converter must be able at
a certain instant to absorb energy via one of its strands and at
the same time deliver energy via another of'its strands. This—
in the case both of'a delta and of a star connection—can very
quickly cause permissible voltage limits to be exceeded,
resulting in blocking of the multilevel converter.

When the multilevel converter is connected in a delta con-
figuration it is, however, known to maintain the voltage limits
by generating within the circuit formed by the strands of the
multilevel converter a corresponding current flow by means
of' which developing voltages will be kept within the permis-
sible range. A zero sequence current flow of such kind is not
readily possible in the case of a star connection.

It is furthermore known to provide within the multilevel
converter an alternating-current (AC) voltage circuit which is
operated on a high-frequency basis and which connects the
individual direct-current (DC) voltage circuits of all the mod-
ules of all the strands of the multilevel converter to one
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another. In this embodiment the exchange of energy takes
place by way of a DC-to-AC voltage conversion alongside
downstream AC-to-DC voltage conversion. This embodi-
ment of the multilevel converter can be used both in a delta
connection and in a star connection. In this case, however, the
embodiment of the multilevel converter is very complex.
Moreover, the possible energy transfer per unit of time is
relatively low.

SUMMARY

One embodiment provides a power supply device for a
nonlinear, time-varying load, wherein the power supply
device has a power system having a plurality of phases,
wherein the nonlinear, time-varying load and a reactive power
compensator are connected to the phases of the power system,
wherein the reactive power compensator is embodied as a
multilevel converter having a plurality of strands, wherein the
strands of the multilevel converter are connected on the one
hand to one ofthe phases of the power system in each case and
on the other hand to one another at a common star point,
wherein the common star point of the multilevel converter is
connected to a star point of a further device connected to the
phases of the power system such that the common star point
of the multilevel converter is connected to the phases of the
power system both via the strands of the multilevel converter
and via the further device, and wherein the connection via the
further device is embodied in such a way that there is a
low-resistance connection of the common star point of the
multilevel converter to the phases of the power system with
respect to the power zero sequence system of the power
system and a high-resistance connection with respect to the
power positive sequence system of the power system and to
the power negative sequence system of the power system.

In a further embodiment, the further device is embodied as
a zigzag winding.

In a further embodiment, the power supply device has a
power transformer via which the phases of the power system
can be supplied with electric energy and in that the zigzag
winding is installed as a secondary winding in the power
transformer.

In a further embodiment, the power supply device has a
power transformer via which the phases of the power system
can be supplied with electric energy and in that the zigzag
winding is embodied as a zigzag transformer that is different
from the power transformer.

In a further embodiment, at least one of the star points of
the power transformer and of the zigzag transformer is not
grounded.

In a further embodiment, the power supply device has a
filter circuit via which harmonics of load and converter cur-
rents can be filtered and in that the filter circuit has a plurality
of strands which are connected on the one hand to one of the
phases of the power system in each case and on the other hand
to one another at a common star point of the filter circuit.

In a further embodiment, the power supply device has a
filter circuit via which harmonics of load and converter cur-
rents can be filtered, in that the filter circuit has a plurality of
strands which are connected on the one hand to one of the
phases of the power system in each case and on the other hand
to one another at a common star point of the filter circuit, and
in that the further device is identical to the filter circuit.

In a further embodiment, a choke is disposed between the
common star point of the filter circuit and the common star
point of the multilevel converter.
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In a further embodiment, the choke is dimensioned such
that the combined impedance of choke and filter circuit is
Zero.

In a further embodiment, the power supply device has at
least one further filter circuit via which harmonics of load and
converter currents can be filtered.

In a further embodiment, the number of phases of the
power system is three.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments will be explained in more detail
below based on the schematic drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 shows the basic structure of a power supply device
for a nonlinear load that varies with time,

FIG. 2 shows an example embodiment of the power supply
device of FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 shows another example embodiment of the power
supply device of FIG. 1, and

FIG. 4 shows another example embodiment of the power
supply device of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure provide a power
supply device in which the multilevel converter can be oper-
ated reliably in a simple manner.

Some embodiments provide a power supply device in
which:

the common star point of the multilevel converter is con-

nected to a star point of a further device connected to the
phases of the power system such that the common star
point of the multilevel converter is connected to the
phases of the power system both via the strands of the
multilevel converter and via the further device, and

the connection via the further device is embodied in such a

way that there is a low-resistance connection of the
common star point of the multilevel converter to the
phases of the power system with respect to the power
zero sequence system of the power system and a high-
resistance connection with respect to the power positive
sequence system of the power system and the power
negative sequence system of the power system.

In a first embodiment of the power supply device the fur-
ther device is embodied as a zigzag winding.

As a rule the power supply device has a power transformer
via which the phases of the power system can be supplied
with electric energy. In this case the zigzag winding can
alternatively be installed as a secondary winding in the power
transformer or can be embodied as a zigzag transformer that
is different from the power transformer. The first-cited
embodiment will be advantageous particularly when the
power supply device is newly produced. The last-cited
embodiment can also be realized when an existing power
supply device is to be refashioned into the disclosed power
supply device.

If the zigzag winding is embodied as a zigzag transformer
that is different from the power transformer, e.g., at least one
of the star points of the power transformer and of the zigzag
transformer will not be grounded.

As a rule the power supply device has a filter circuit via
which harmonics of load and converter currents can be fil-
tered. In this case the filter circuit has a plurality of strands
which are connected on the one hand to one of the phases of
the power system in each case and on the other hand to one
another at a common star point of the filter circuit.
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It is possible for the further device to be identical to the
filter circuit. In this case a zigzag winding will not be
required.

If'the filter circuit is used as the further device then a choke
may be disposed between the common star point of the filter
circuit and the common star point of the multilevel converter.
The choke can be dimensioned in particular such that the
combined impedance of choke and filter circuit is zero.

In addition to the above-cited filter circuit the power supply
device usually has at least one further filter circuit via which
harmonics of the load and converter currents can likewise be
filtered.

The number of phases of the power system can be deter-
mined as required. Typically there are three phases present.

According to FIG. 1, a nonlinear load 1 that varies with
time is embodied—purely by way of example—as an electric
arc furnace. The electric arc furnace 1 is supplied with electric
energy via a power system 2. The power system 2 has a
plurality of phases 3. The electric arc furnace 1 is connected
to the phases 3 of the power system 2. The number of phases
3 can be determined as required. Typically, and as shown in
FIG. 1, there are three phases 3 present.

The voltage applied to the electric arc furnace 1 is as arule
relatively low. It is typically in a range between several hun-
dred volts and two kilovolts. The voltage of the power system
2 is by contrast much higher as a rule. It is usually within or
just above the double-digit kilovolt range. Typical voltages of
the power system 2 are 11 kilovolts, 30 kilovolts and 110
kilovolts. A furnace transformer is therefore disposed
between the electric arc furnace 1 and the phases 3 of the
power system 2. The furnace transformer is, though, only of
secondary significance within the scope of the present disclo-
sure and so is not shown in FIG. 1.

The power system 2 can be an external power system of
considerable size. Alternatively it can be an internal power
system belonging to the operator of the electric arc furnace 1.
If it is an internal power system it can be an autonomous one.
Alternatively the power supply device can have a power trans-
former 4 via which the phases 3 of the power system 2 can be
supplied with electric energy from an external power supply
system. The external power supply system can have a rela-
tively high voltage of, for example, 110 kilovolts or 380
kilovolts.

A reactive power compensator 5 is furthermore connected
to the phases 3 of the power system 2. The reactive power
compensator 5 is embodied as a multilevel converter having a
plurality of strands 6. According to FIG. 1, the strands 6 of the
multilevel converter 5 are connected on the one hand to one of
the phases 3 of the power system 2 in each case and on the
other hand to one another at a common star point 7.

Multilevel converters 5 are generally known per se. Each
strand 6 thereof includes a multistage serial circuit of mod-
ules, each module including a storage capacitor and self-
commutated semiconductor switches. The term “self-com-
mutated” means that the semiconductor switches can be both
engaged and disengaged by externally supplied control sig-
nals. For example the self-commutated semiconductor
switches can be embodied as IGBTs or as GTO thyristors.
The term “self-commutated” hence contrasts with the term
“line-commutated”. The latter means that while the respec-
tive switching element can be selectively engaged it cannot be
disengaged by an external control signal. An example of a
line-commutated semiconductor switching element is a
“standard” thyristor.

The semiconductor switches of each module can be
switched independently of the semiconductor switches of the
other modules belonging to the same strand 6 and to the other
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strands 6. The respective storage capacitor of the respective
module is alternatively bridged or active depending on the
respective switching status of the semiconductor switches of
the corresponding module. Details of the structure, mode of
functioning and operation of the multilevel converter 5 can be
found for example in U.S. Pat. No. 6,075,350 A and EP 2 202
863 Al.

Furthermore the power supply device usually has at least
one filter circuit 8, 9. Two such filter circuits 8, 9 are shown in
FIG. 1. Harmonics of load and converter currents can be
filtered via each filter circuit 8, 9. The harmonics are produced
when the electric arc furnace 1 is operating.

Each filter circuit 8, 9 is configured for a specific filter
frequency. Each filter circuit 8, 9 has a plurality of strands 10,
11. Each strand 10, 11 of the respective filter circuit 8, 9 is
connected on the one hand to one of the phases 3 of the power
system 2 in each case; the strands 10, 11 of the respective filter
circuit 8, 9 are furthermore connected to each other at a
respective common star point 12, 13 of the respective filter
circuit 8, 9.

A respective filtering capacity requiring to be compensated
is associated with the filter circuits 8, 9. The filtering capaci-
ties of the filter circuits 8, 9 are as a rule different from each
other. The filter circuits 8, 9 are configured for the filtering
capacity respectively requiring to be compensated.

The individual strands 6 of the multilevel converter 5 must
be able to accept and deliver currents. The currents flowing in
the individual strands 6 of the multilevel converter 5 are as a
rule different from each other. In contrast to a delta configu-
ration of the strands 6 in which the strands 6 of the multilevel
converter 5 are connected to two of the phases 3 of the power
system 2 in each case, a circulating current inside the multi-
level converter 5 is not possible or at least not readily possible.
Example embodiments of the power supply device shown in
FIG. 1 are explained below in connection with FIGS. 2 to 4,
in the case of which embodiments the zero current—identi-
fied by I, in FIGS. 2 to 4—can been realized differently.

According to FIGS. 2 and 3, a zigzag winding 14 is present.
The zigzag winding 14 is connected to the phases 3 of the
power system 2. In the case of the embodiment according to
FIG. 2, the zigzag winding 14 is installed in the power trans-
former 4 as a secondary winding. It therefore assumes the
secondary winding’s “standard” function of feeding the
phases 3 of the power system 2 from the external power
supply system. In the case of the embodiment according to
FIG. 3, the zigzag winding 14 is embodied as being a zigzag
transformer that is different from the power transformer 4.

In the case of the embodiments shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the
common star point 7 of the multilevel converter 5 is con-
nected to a star point 15 of the zigzag winding 14. The
common star point 7 of the multilevel converter 5 is thereby
connected to the phases 3 of the power system 2 both via the
strands 6 of the multilevel converter 5 and via the zigzag
winding 14. The connection via the zigzag winding 14 is
(owing to the typical characteristics of zigzag windings inher-
ent in their design) such that—referred to the connection via
the zigzag winding 14—there is a low-resistance connection
of'the common star point 7 of the multilevel converter 5 to the
phases 3 of the power system 2 with respect to the power zero
sequence system of the power system 2. However, with
respect to the power positive sequence system of the power
system 2 and to the power negative sequence system of the
power system 2—referred to the connection via the zigzag
winding 14—there is only a high-resistance connection of the
common star point 7 of the multilevel converter 5 to the
phases 3 of the power system 2.
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The terms “power zero sequence system”, “power positive
sequence system” and “power negative sequence system” in
connection with three-phase systems will be familiar to any
person skilled in the art. Their significance in the case of a
three-phase power system is as follows:

The power positive sequence system has three vectors with
the same amplitude that are referred to below as A, B and C.
Thethree vectors A, B, C have a 120° phase offset in electrical
terms relative to each other. Vectors A, B, C rotate in the same
direction as the voltages of phases 3.

The power negative sequence system likewise has three
vectors with the same amplitude that are referred to below as
A', B'and C'. Vectors A', B', C' also have a 120° phase offset
in electrical terms relative to each other. They rotate in the
same direction as vectors A, B and C of the power positive
sequence system. The sequence of vectors A', B' and C' of the
power negative sequence system is, though, reversed relative
to vectors A, B and C of the power positive sequence system.
The sequence is therefore C', B', A".

The power zero sequence system also has three vectors
with the same amplitude that are referred to below as A", B"
and C". The phase offset of vectors A", B" and C" relative to
each other is zero. Vectors A", B" and C" therefore rotate in
phase. They rotate in the same direction as vectors A, B, C of
the power positive sequence system.

The currents described by vectors A, A' and A" flow in one
of'the phases 3 of the power system 2. The currents B, B' and
B" flow in another of the phases 3 of the power system 2. The
currents C, C' and C" flow in the third of the phases 3 of the
power system 2.

The amplitudes of vectors A, B, C of the power positive
sequence system, of vectors A', B', C' of the power negative
sequence system, and of vectors A", B", C" of the power zero
sequence system can be different. The phase angles of vector
A inrelation to vector A' and to vector A" can also be different
from each other. Taken together, the power positive sequence
system, the power negative sequence system and the power
zero sequence system define the currents flowing in the
phases 3 of the power system 2.

In the case of the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, the (com-
mon) star point 15 of the zigzag winding 14 can be grounded.
In the case of the embodiment shown in FIG. 3, one of the two
star points 15, 16 of power transformer 4 and zigzag trans-
former 14 can be grounded. It is alternatively possible in the
case of the embodiment shown in FIG. 3 for neither of the two
star points 15, 16 of power transformer 4 and zigzag trans-
former 14 to be grounded. Both of the star points 15, 16
should not be grounded, however.

As an alternative to the presence of a zigzag winding (see
the embodiments shown in FIGS. 2 and 3) it is possible
according to FIG. 4 for the common star point 7 of the mul-
tilevel converter 5 to be connected to the star point 12, 13 of
one of the filter circuits 8, 9. In the case of the embodiment
shown in FIG. 4, the common star point 7 of the multilevel
converter 5 is hence connected to the phases 3 of the power
system 2 via the strands 6 of the multilevel converter 5 on the
one hand and via the corresponding filter circuit 8 on the other
hand.

Also in the case of the embodiment shown in FIG. 4, the
connection via the corresponding filter circuit 8 is such that—
referred to said connection—there is a low-resistance con-
nection of the common star point 7 of the multilevel converter
5 to the phases 3 of the power system 2 with respect to the
power zero sequence system of the power system 2 and a
high-resistance connection with respect to the power positive
sequence system of the power system 2 and to the power
negative sequence system of the power system 2. For this
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purpose a choke 17 can be disposed for example as shown in
FIG. 4 between the common star point 12 of the filter circuit
8 and the common star point 7 of the multilevel converter 5.
The choke 17 can be dimensioned in particular such that the
combined impedance of choke 17 and filter circuit 8 is zero.

Instead of the zigzag winding 14 and the filter circuit 8 it is
alternatively also possible to use another device ifit displays
the following characteristics:

It is connected to the phases 3 of the power system 2.

It has a star point.

The star point of said device is connected to the common

star point 7 of the multilevel converter 5.

The connection via said device is such that there is a low-
resistance connection of the common star point 7 of the
multilevel converter 5 to the phases 3 of the power sys-
tem 2 with respect to the power zero sequence system of
the power system 2.

The connection via the device is furthermore such that
there is a high-resistance connection of the common star
point 7 of the multilevel converter 5 to the phases 3 of the
power system 2 with respect to the power positive
sequence system of the power system 2 and to the power
negative sequence system of the power system 2.

Certain embodiments may provide one or more advan-
tages. For example in some embodiments the voltage loading
of'the multilevel converter 5 is lower by the factor 1.7320 than
in the case of a delta connection. The disclosed power supply
device can therefore be realized considerably more economi-
cally than a comparable conventional power supply device,
with no loss of performance capability. Savings of between
20 and 40 percent are possible in the case of new installations
in which the zigzag winding 14 can be installed in the power
transformer 4 as a secondary winding. Savings are likewise
possible, even if somewhat less, in the case of a retrofit.

The above description serves solely to explain the present
invention. The scope of protection of the present invention, in
contrast, shall be determined solely by the attached claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A power supply device for a nonlinear, time-varying
load, comprising:

a power system having a plurality of phases,

wherein the nonlinear, time-varying load and a reactive
power compensator are connected to the phases of the
power system,

wherein the reactive power compensator is embodied as a
multilevel converter having a plurality of strands,

wherein each strand of the multilevel converter is con-
nected to one of the phases of the power system and to
the other strands at a common star point,

a filter circuit configured to filter harmonics of load and
converter currents,

wherein the filter circuit has a plurality of strands, each
strand being connected to one of the phases of the power
system and to the other strands at a common star point of
the filter circuit,

wherein the common star point of the multilevel converter
is connected to the common star point of the filter circuit
such that the common star point of the multilevel con-
verter is connected to the phases of the power system
both via the strands of the multilevel converter and via
the filter circuit, and

wherein the connection via the filter circuit provides a
low-resistance connection of the common star point of
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the multilevel converter to the phases of the power sys-
tem with respect to the power zero sequence system of
the power system and a high-resistance connection with
respect to the power positive sequence system of the
power system and to the power negative sequence sys-
tem of the power system.

2. The power supply device of claim 1, comprising a choke
arranged between the common star point of the filter circuit
and the common star point of the multilevel converter.

3. The power supply device of claim 2, wherein the choke
is dimensioned such that the combined impedance of choke
and filter circuit is zero.

4. The power supply device of claim 1, wherein the power
supply device has at least one further filter circuit configured
to filter harmonics of load and converter currents.

5. The power supply device of claim 1, wherein the number
of phases of the power system is three.

6. A power supply device for a nonlinear, time-varying
load, the power supply device comprising:

a power system having a plurality of phases,

wherein the nonlinear, time-varying load and a reactive

power compensator are connected to the phases of the
power system,
wherein the reactive power compensator is embodied as a
multilevel converter having a plurality of strands,

wherein the strands of the multilevel converter are con-
nected on the one hand to one of the phases of the power
system in each case and on the other hand to one another
at a common star point,

wherein the power supply device has a filter circuit via

which harmonics of load and converter currents can be
filtered,
wherein the filter circuit has a plurality of strands,
wherein each strand of the filter circuit is connected to one
of the phases of the power system and to the other
strands at a common star point of the filter circuit,

wherein the common star point of the multilevel converter
is connected to the star point of the filter circuit such that
the common star point of the multilevel converter is
connected to the phases of the power system both via the
strands of the multilevel converter and via the filter cir-
cuit, and

wherein the connection via the filter circuit provides a

low-resistance connection of the common star point of
the multilevel converter to the phases of the power sys-
tem with respect to the power zero sequence system of
the power system and a high-resistance connection of
the common star point of the multilevel converter with
respect to the power positive sequence system of the
power system and the power negative sequence system
of the power system.

7. The power supply device of claim 6, comprising a choke
arranged between the common star point of the filter circuit
and the common star point of the multilevel converter.

8. The power supply device of claim 7, wherein the choke
is dimensioned such that the combined impedance of choke
and filter circuit is zero.

9. The power supply device of claim 6, wherein the power
supply device has at least one further filter circuit configured
to filter harmonics of load and converter currents.

10. The power supply device of claim 6, wherein the num-
ber of phases of the power system is three.
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